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ONS Regional Function and New
Developments



Allsopp Review

« “Review of Statistics for Economic Policymaking”
commissioned by the Chancellor, the Governor of Bank of
England and the National Statistician — final report March
2004.

« Reinforced, at a regional level, the message from PAT18 of
the need for “Better Information” to inform policy making at a
local level.

« Total of 62 recommendations, including:

— A significant ONS or Government Statistical Service
presence in each English region.



ONS regional teams

« Regional Development Agencies (RDAs) funding £1m,
annually, from 2007/08.

« Equates initially to 2 staff in each of the 9 English Regions
« ONS central support and development from 1 April 2007

« Service Level Agreement (SLA) in place between ONS and
the RDAs covering delivery, staffing, governance, funding,
etc.

« RDAs commissioned an evaluation during Year 1 — results
were encouraging.



CSR 2007 confirmed continuation of
Regional Statisticians
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Regional DI9S In response to Christopher Allsopp's review of the regional information and statistical
statistics  framework needed to support the Government's reglonal economic performance PSA target,
the Office of Matonal Statistics (ONS) and the RDAs worked In partnership to establish a full

reglonal statistical presence in March 2007. The 2007 C5R enables the RIDAs to continue to

provide funding to sustaln the ONS's reglonal presence. The ONS has also committed to
dellver real reglonal Gross Value Added per head estimates to enable more accurate
comparison of reglonal growth rates by 20069,




Where they are:

Some based in RDA
offices

*Others in Regional
Observatories

sLine management from
ONS London

*Regular “get-togethers”
and visits by line
managers

Regional Statisticians

North West:

Alan Spence

Tel: 01925 400 252
Mobile:07788 403968
alan.spence@ons.gov.uk
Gary Wainman:

Tel: 01925 400 310
Mobile: 07788 436441
gary.wainman@ons.gov.uk

North West RDA, PO Box 37,
Renaissance House,

Centre Park, Warrington,
Cheshire WAL 1XB

West Midlands:
Anthony Szary

Tel: 0121 202 3256
Mobile:07788 154570
anthony.szary@ons.gov,uk
Peter Drake

Tel: 0121 202 3257

Mobile: 07788 416229
peter.drake@ons.gov.uk

West Midlands Regional Observatory,

Millennium Point, Curzon Street,
Birmingham B4 7XG

South West:

Paul Moore

Tel: 01392 229185
Mobile:07788 410570
paul.moore@ons.gov.uk
Hazel Mitchell

Tel: 01392 229186

Mobile: 07788 415882
hazel.mitchell@ons.gov.uk

South West England RDA,
3rd Floor, Sterling House,
Dix's Field, Exeter,

Devon EX1 1QA

South East:

Peggy Causer

Tel: 01483 501301
Mobile: 07788 178756
peggy.causer@ons.gov.uk
Neil Park

Tel: 01483 501339
Mobile:07788 418840
neil.park@ons.gov.uk

SEEDA, Berkeley House,
Cross Lanes,
Guildford GU1 1YA

London:

Adrian Jones

Tel: 020 7593 8678
Mobile:07788 184327
adrian.jones@ons.gov.uk

Tom Knight:

Tel: 020 7593 8752

Mobile: 07788 411790 '
thomas.knight@ons.gov.uk

LDA, Palestra,

197 Blackfriars Road,
London SE1 8AA
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North East:

Nigel Brough

Tel: 0191 229 6883
Mobile: 07788 153723
nigel.brough@ons.gov.uk
lan Gouldson

Tel: 0191 229 6435
Mobile: 07788 412474
ian.gouldson@ons.gov.uk

One North East,
Stella House, Goldcrest Way,
Newburn Riverside,

Newcastle-upon-Tyne NE15 8NY

Exeter

North East

North West

Narrington

West Midlands

South West

Yorkshire and The Humber:
lan Kay

Tel: 0113 394 9940

Mobile: 07788 416551
ian.kay@ons.gov.uk

Keith Tyrrell

Tel: 0113 394 5787

Mobile: 07788 162823
keith.tyrrell@ons.gov.uk

Yorkshire Forward, Victoria House,
2 Vijeapria Place, Leeds LS11 5AE

@ aEbicastie-Upon-Tyne

Yorkshire and The Humber

. Mottingham
East Midlands

. Birmingham

. Guildford, Surrey
South East

East Midlands:

Jen Beaumont

Tel: 0115 947 1777
Mobile: 07788 171737
jen.beaumont@ons.gov.uk
Andy Botterill

Tel: 0115 947 1780
Mobile:07788 153577
andy.botterill@ons.gov.uk

EMDA, Apex Court,

City Link, Nottingham NG2
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East of England:
Jenny Wood

Tel: 01223 484547
Mobile: 07788 424719
jenny.wood@ons.gov.uk
Susan Corke

Tel: 01223 484549
Mobile: 07788 415324
susan.corke@ons.gov.uk

EEDA,
The Business Centre,

Station Road, Histon,
Cambridge CB4 9LQ

@ cambridge

East of England

Produced by ONS Geography
GIS & Mapping Unit, 2007

national
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ONS regional teams — core functions (1)

 to gather intelligence to help improve the guality of ONS
data and processes, keeping ONS up to date with changes
In the regions;

 to quality assure final estimates of regional GVA,

 to help improve the quality of IDBR (Business Register) and
business survey data, which will feed through to regional
GVA;

 to provide access to IDBR data for RDAS;

 to act as focus to feed views through from regional bodies,
assisting ONS in its decision-making;



ONS regional teams — core functions (2)

« to provide a first point of ONS contact for key regional
bodies;

« to provide independent advice to regional users on the use
of ONS/GSS statistics, including technical issues such as
use of statistics in monitoring performance against targets;

 to work with regional partners on collaborative projects;

« to facilitate provision of training to regional partners on, for
Instance, economic statistics; and

 t0 assess, or assist in the assessment of locally
commissioned/locally held data.



ONS regional teams — initial priority

« Regional Economic Strategies:

— Developed by Regional Development Agencies (RDA’S)
and partners

— Need to be underpinned by evidence base
— Subsequent need for monitoring and evaluation

» Regional Statisticians work alongside RDA’s and
Regional Observatories in supporting this work



Examples of collaborative projects

* Priority Sectors for Regional Economic Strategies
« Women in Enterprise

« Consideration of possible survey boosts

« Counterfactuals projects

 Analysis of foreign ownership of companies
« Rural productivity strategy

 Cultural and Creative industries

* Innovation

« Perceptions indicator development

« Olympic Games Global Impact Study
 Advice on diversity monitoring and issues



Recent and New Outputs/Developments
from ONS (1)

» Regional & sub-regional GDHI data published May
2008 — WM RS team has produced a WM briefing

 Planned publication of regional productivity data in
first half of 2008

« GVA per job and per hour worked initially at
NUTS1, followed by NUTS2, and GVA per job only
at NUTS3

« Aiming for first estimates of constant price regional
GVA around end 2009



Recent and New Outputs/Developments
from ONS (2)

« Business Demography — 2008 final year in which
BERR will publish statistics on VAT registrations

« Under new Structural Business Stats Regulation
ONS will be required to produce new set of
Indicators. These relate to births, deaths and
survival of businesses.

« Methodology based on capturing new activity with
any +ve turnover or employment



Recent and New Outputs/Developments
from ONS (3)

« Small businesses below VAT threshold and new
branches/local units will be included

 Also data to be produced on high growth
companies — gazelles less than 5 years old

« BRES to replace ABI/1 and BRS from 2009 —
better data at local unit level

http://nswebcopy/about/surveys/bres/default.asp



ONS Independence and Workplan going
forward

« ONS is now independent — in theory there are
greater opportunities for sharing data with regional
and sub-regional partners

« Improvements to Population data and Migration
Statistics a priority area — 2011 Census?

« Some additional funding available for sample
boosts to improve regional /sub-regional data.
ONS Methodology looking to identify where best
value can be achieved
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